" STRAIGHT FROM THE HORSE's  MOUTH "

desire for peace, but we have a very definite conviction that the
sort of peace which, throughout history, has been merely an inter-
lude between wars is not an environment in which world civilization
can be stably developed or, perhaps, can even be preserved. We
believe that international peace is dependent on what our Secretary
of State has characterized as " orderly processes " in international
dealing.

The American people desire to respect the sovereign rights of
other people and to have their own sovereign rights equafly respected.
We have found by experience that the successful approach to the
resolving of international disputes lies not so much in merely abstain-
ing from the use of force as in abstaining from, any thought of the
use, immediately or eventually, of the methods of force. Let cynics
look about them and contemplate the consequences of resort to
menacing demands as a process in the conduct of international re-
lations ! Is it being purely " legalistic " to put to wise and practical
use the finest instincts common to all mankind ?

The American people believe that the day is past when wars can
be confined in their effects to the combatant nations. When national
economies were based upon agriculture and handicraft, nations were
to a large extent self-sufficient; they lived primarily on the things
which they themselves grew or produced. That is not the case
to-day. Nations are now increasingly dependent on others both
for commodities which they do not produce themselves and for the
disposal of the things which they produce in excess. The highly com-
plex system of exchange of goods has been evolved by reason of
each nation's being able to extract from the ground or to manu-
facture certain commodities more efficiently or economically than
others. Each contributes to the common good the fruits of its handi-
work and the bounties of nature.

It is this system of exchange which has not only raised the standard
of living everywhere but has made it possible for two or even three
persons to live in comfort where but one had lived in discomfort
under a simple self-contained economy. Not only the benefits of our
advanced civilization but the very existence of most of us depend
on maintaining in equilibrium a delicately balanced and complex
world economy. Wars are not only destructive of the wealth, both
human and material, of combatants, but they disturb the fine adjust-
ments of world economy. Conflict between nations is therefore a
matter of concern to all the other nations. Is there then any stultifica-
tion through " legalistic " concepts when we practise ourselves and
urge upon others the resolving of international disputes by orderly
processes, even if it were only in the interests of world economy ?
How, except on the basis of law and order, can these various concepts
in international dealing be secured ?

The American people believe in equality of commercial oppor-
tunity. There is probably no nation which has not at one time or
other invoked it. Even Japan, where American insistence on the